9
THE FOURTH  MIXED

In the end of July the fourth mixed
worked under the command of Burun with fifty
members. Burun was the acknowledged com-
mander of the mixed fourth, and none of the
colonists laid any claim to this difficult,
but honourable post.

The fourth mixed detachment worked from
dawn to dusk. The lads would often say that
they worked "without signals, " for no sig-
nal was sounded to summon the members of
the fourth mixed to work, or to announce
the cessation of their work. Burun's fourth
mixed was at present working at the thresh-
ing.

At four o'clock in the morning, after re-
veille and breakfast, the fourth mixed drew
up along the flower bed opposite the main
entrance to the White House. All the teachers
were ranged at the colonists' right flank.They
were not actually obliged to take part in the
work of the fourth mixed, with the exception of
the two who were on working duty, but it
had long been considered etiquette in the col-
ony to work in the fourth mixed, so that not
a single self-respecting person would miss the
order for the organization of the fourth mixed.
On the right flank would be Sherre, Ka-
lina Ivanovich, Silanti Otchenash, Oksana,
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